
started tailgating football games 

this year and it grew into an hon-

estly good time for the cadets. 

We will continue it next year and 

increase our positive presence on 

campus through other venues. 

We will field several teams next 

year with Bulldog Battery and 

Ranger Challenge so stay in 

shape and figure out what you 

want to compete for.  

Once again thank you 

for an outstanding first year as 

your Commander and PMS and I 

canôt wait to return from LDAC 

and build to an even stronger 

yearé. 

 

BULLDOG STRONG!!!!!! 

MAJ Tommy L. Cardone 

What a great year we 

had here in the Bulldog Battal-

ion!  For me, it completed my 

first year for others their last year 

and I am ecstatic with the cumu-

lative successes this year.  Con-

gratulations to all of you who 

will attend LDAC, airborne, air 

assault and CTLT over the sum-

mer. Remain cognizant of your 

surroundings and know that you 

represent the battalion and the 

University during your training. 

This summerôs experience and 

exponential gain in knowledge 

will prepare you to come back 

and run the battalion.  

Once you return, it will 

be the responsibility of the sen-

iors to set the example and train 

the junior cadets to exceed the 

standard. The most important 

year in ROTC for LDAC prepa-

ration is your junior year, the 

critical year in learning to be an 

officer is your senior year. Do 

not take your MS IV status 

lightly and payback to the MS 

IIIs what the current seniors did 

for you.  

As for all the commis-

sioning cadets I want to person-

ally congratulate you on complet-

ing one journey and having the 

intestinal fortitude to begin an-

other. Becoming a military offi-

cer is one of the most demanding 

paths in the country. So very few 

humans in the course of history 

can ever know the responsibility 

and honor of leading others in 

military service. You are entering 

an extremely small and lifelong 

fraternity of arms and selfless 

service, so make the most of your 

achievements and blessings.  

For all the cadets still 

on the path to earning the right to 

be an officer, I strongly urge you 

to maintain your fitness and aca-

demic mindset during the sum-

mer. As you trained and attended 

class this past year you may have 

noticed several students fall from 

your ranks or not contract. The 

standards are high and quality 

cadets are what the Army is look-

ing for to lead the defense of our 

nation. ROTC is not for the weak 

minded or lazy, only the most 

well rounded persons will stand 

among you as contracted cadets. 

I could not be any prouder than I 

am of your dedication and young 

professional attitudes. You are all 

the best this country has to offer.  

Always keep in mind 

that the senior cadets and the 

cadre are here to help guide you 

through the program and your 

academic requirements. Time 

management is a life skill and a 

phenomenally useful military 

skill.  Think about your sched-

ules next year and ensure a 

proper balance between academ-

ics, ROTC, social events (texting 

and facebook are not social!) and 

rest. Your GPA will follow you 

for life so take care to keep it 

high. Higher grades coupled with 

your performance in ROTC in-

creases your potential to earn 

additional scholarships and perks 

of which we have many.  

On a final note, we 
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Cadets completing their 10k ruck 
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Ft. Lewis WA 

S P E C I A L  P O I N T S  

O F  I N T E R E S T : 

LDAC  

Spring 2011 Com-

missioning List 

Airborne and Air 

Assault Slots An-

nounced 



This summer all MS3 will 

go through their right of 

passage prior to becoming 

an MS4. The United States 

Armyôs Leadership Devel-

opment Assessment Course 

(LDAC) is a 28 day assess-

ment course on a cadets 

physical fitness, leadership 

capabilities, and their exe-

cution on tasked trained 

from their time spent in the 

cadet program.  

At Ft. Lewis, Washington, 

six thousand cadets will be 

divided into fourteen regi-

ments to compete against 

each other for their individ-

ual assessment to determine 

their future as a second 

lieutenant in the United 

States Army. 

Although each cadet will be 

a member of a platoon 

composed of many differ-

ent people, personalities, 

and cultures they are all 

expected to adapt to each 

other in order to accomplish 

all assigned tasks in at least 

a satisfactory manner.  

However, LDAC is only 

L D A C  

L D A C  A R E  Y O U  P R E PA R E D ?  
Obstacle Course 

10k Ruck March 

Various Platoon/

Company Leadership 

Evaluations 

Water Confidence 

Course 

 

These are but a few of the 

events that a cadet will 

have to complete in order to 

receive at least a satisfac-

tory rating for their time at 

this summers LDAC. 

 

LDAC is composed of 

many different challenges 

that are meant to test cadets 

ability to adapt and over-

come all obstacles. This is a 

list of a few things cadets 

will do during their 28 day 

assessment. 

Physical Fitness Test 

Day and Night Land 

Navigation Test 

Written Land Naviga-

tion Test 

24 Squad STX Lanes 

6 Patrolling STX Lanes 

CBRN Training (Gas 

Chamber) 

ñAccept the 

challenges so that 

you may feel the 

exhilaration of 

victory.ò  

-- General 

George S. Patton 
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40% of a cadets individual 

assessment. Current GPA 

and a wide variety of extra 

curricular activities both 

inside and out of the ROTC 

program can be used to 

place a cadet over his/her 

peers; and for many cadets 

this final assessment can 

make or break their chances 

for receiving the highly 

sought after active duty 

slots.  

Best of luck to all the ca-

dets that will be attending 

LDAC this summer.  

- Cadet Rowland (S5) 



From February 24th  

through February 27th  the 

MS3 cadets of the Missis-

sippi State Bulldog Battal-

ion participated in a Com-

bined Field Training Exer-

cise, or CFTX, along with 

other schools from the 

SEC.  The MS3 cadets par-

ticipated in Land Naviga-

tion, Patrol Base Operations 

and Squad Sticks Lanes.  

The Bulldog Battalion 

came out on top being the 

highest ranked school for 

both Day Land Navigation 

as well as Squad Sticks 

Lanes.  In my opinion, I 

thought that the training we 

received at CFTX was very 

beneficial in preparing us 

for LDAC and in our fur-

ther careers as Army Offi-

cers.  The Squad Sticks 

Lanes were probably the 

best part of training that I 

liked about CFTX.  The 

MS4 cadets did a very good 

job with preparing us for 

the rigors that went along 

with performing Squad 

Sticks Lanes.  Whether if 

one held a Squad Leader 

position or a Team Leader 

position during the Squad 

Sticks Lanes, I felt very 

confident in my abilities to 

both lead and encourage my 

squad, or team, to accom-

plish the mission given to 

me.  The lanes themselves 

were very challenging rang-

ing in everything from a 

regular knock out a bunker 

lane to performing a squad 

attack with a variable.  The 

oneôs that benefited me the 

most were the lanes with 

the variables.  These lanes 

challenged the Squad 

Leader to not just think 

about how they are going to 

accomplish the whole lane, 

but also how they are going 

to deal with the variables 

thrown at them.  The vari-

ables ranged from helping 

C F T X  

N O  PA I N  N O  G A I N  
Cardone and CPT 

Guadagno.  

Also on the same date ca-

dets Wilhelm and Azar 

participated in the 50k 

Mountain Mist run in Ala-

bama. 

 

On January 22, several ca-

dets participated in the 13.1 

mile Frostbite Half Mara-

thon event located in Stark-

ville, MS. 

Among the cadets were a 

majority of MS4s also in-

cluding cadets Ables, 

Ricks, and Lewis as well as 

Cadre including Maj. 
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an American Soldier out of 

a mine field to dealing with 

surrendering enemy forces.  

All in all I thought this 

CFTX was great training 

for the MS3 cadets and 

being the top school in 

Squad Sticks Lanes exem-

plified how the MSU Bull-

dog Battalion is a cut above 

other schools.      

- Cadet Midgett  (MSIII) 

 



Several MS IVs have al-

ready been assessed by the 

United States Army and 

will leave college as a Sec-

ond Lieutenant. The com-

missioning ceremony was 

held on April 29th at Mis-

sissippi State University. 

Best of luck to all the com-

missioning cadets and all 

their future endeavors. 

 

MS IVs and their Branch 

Alford - IN 

Armstrong - EN 

Beasley - CA 

Berryhill - IN 

Cleek -  IN 

Corey -  QM 

Deroy - TC 

Godfrey -  IN 

Hoggard -  AT 

Hopkins -  MSC 

HumphreyðAV  

McClain - IN 

Nail -  AR 

Noble -  AV 

Quinones - QM 

Ravencraft - MP 

Rowland - MI  

Shaw - QM 

B E S T  O F  L U C K  T O  T H E  G R A D U A T I N G  M S  I V S  

A I R B O R N E ! ! !  
Air Assault 

1. Cadet Azar 

 

 

Mississippi State University 

cadets are often offered 

specialty school positions 

to include Airborne, Air 

Assault, and Mountain 

Warfare school. Cadets 

chosen for these schools are 

among the top cadets the 

Bulldog Battalion has to 

offer.  

 

MSG WOODS 

 

Airborne 

1. Cadet Hawks 

2. Cadet Sherman 

3. Cadet Lewis 

ñAccept the 

challenges so that 

you may feel the 

exhilaration of 

victory.ò  

-- General 

George S. Patton 
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This academic school year 

for freshman cadets in the 

MSU Army ROTC pro-

gram has been exception-

ally different. The freshman 

cadets have exceeded the 

standards placed on them 

by the Army ROTC pro-

gram through their aca-

demic performance, physi-

cal endurance, and their 

camaraderie with each 

other in the MS I class. 

They have learned how to 

use effective time manage-

ment skills to achieve aca-

demic success by setting 

smart goals, prioritizing 

their tasks, and staying 

away from distracters that 

stole extra time away from 

their busy schedules. As a 

result, the contracted cadets 

have enabled themselves to 

yield a high accumulative 

grade point average for the 

entire MS I class. The con-

tracted freshman cadets 

also set the example for 

physical fitness by averag-

ing a 285 on their final 

spring APFT. This high 

average is second only to 

the MS III class average 

(287) and higher than all 

other class averages 

throughout the entire Bull-

M S  I  

M S  I I  
academics, training and 

recruiting. The MS IIôs 

have stayed extremely busy 

by being involved in clubs, 

intramurals, and volunteer 

work ï all while trying to 

maintain an appropriate 

grade point average. They 

also have practiced essen-

tial skills such as map read-

ing, land navigation, and 

patrolling just to name a 

few. The challenging train-

ing has manifested both 

improved competence and 

confidence. The MS IIôs 

have put in a lot of time and 

effort participating in train-

ing this semester and I am 

positive that all of their 

hard work and preparation 

will pay off during their 

MS III year. No doubt it 

will be evident on their 

return next fall. 

 

-SFC Minor 

 This spring has 

been filled with some rigor-

ous training and classes 

within the program in order 

to better prepare for the 

upcoming year. The pri-

mary focus remained on the 

cadet/program priorities ï
ñAmericans 

never quit.ò  

-Gen. Douglas 

MacArthur  
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dog Battalion. Overall, the 

freshman class has shown a 

significant amount of offi-

cer potential by living the 

army values and practicing 

their warrior ethos during 

their first year of college 

while continuing to strive 

for excellence. I am ex-

tremely pleased with the 

accomplishments of the 

freshman class and look 

forward to seeing them 

continue in our program 

next year. 

-CPT Guadagno 



 The MS3 classes 

are focusing on final prepa-

rations for LDAC. The 

MS3 cadets have worked 

hard mastering the opera-

tions order and troop lead-

ing procedures during Feb-

ruary and March. We are 

shifting gears to focus on a 

review of tactics, land navi-

gation, and writing tactical 

operations orders in the 

field. 

The MS3 cadets have 

shown great progress in 

their journey to become 

officers. They performed 

exceptionally well at the 

combined FTX. This was 

evident when three of the 

top six cadets at the training 

event were from Missis-

sippi State. Rather than 

accept this honor and take it 

easy, the MS3 cadets are 

increasing their efforts dur-

ing training, in class, and at 

PT to exceed the standards 

set by cadet command for 

commissioning. 

I am very proud of the pro-

gress that the MS3 class has 

made. It is a result of their 

dedication to country and 

hard work. 

-CPT Anthony 

M S  I I I  

G O O D B Y E  M S G  W O O D S  
strength behind Army 

Strong. Iôm closing an-

other chapter in my life. 

Iôm moving on to Ser-

geant Major Academy in 

Fort Bliss, Texas. Iôve 

been selected for promo-

tion to Sergeant Major. 

To all the Cadets if you 

run into any problems 

fill free to get in touch 

with me. I may be leav-

ing but I will never for-

get any of you. I would 

like to congratulate all 

the commissioning ca-

dets. And to all the MS 

IVôs that is going to 

reach that milestone in 

their life also. Con-

gratulations to all the 

cadets who will attend 

air assault, airborne, 

CTLT and LDAC over 

the summer. As a ca-

det you have earned 

these schools,  now 

itôs on you to go and 

give 100%. Again 

thanks for an out-

standing and reward-

ing year. BULLDOG 

STRONG!!!!!!  MSG 

Curtis J. Woods SR.             

               As I begin 

writing this newsletter, 

I would like to thank 

all the family  mem-

bers and friends of the 

Bulldog Battalion. As 

the Senior Military 

Science Instructor  it 

has been a great year. I 

couldnôt have expected 

any less from all the 

Cadets and Cadres. I 

wouldnôt have wanted 

to be anywhere else 

but in the Bulldog Bat-

talion. To all the Ca-

dets you are the 

Opportunities 

multiply as 

they are 

seized.  

- Sun Tzu 
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Army ROTC wins Interservice Competition Newly Contracted Cadets 

STX Training 

APFT Morale is High Land Navigation 

MS I and II Training 


